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I.—F oREIGN Pouirics, 


Tae -Roznama-i-Mukaddas Habiul Mateen Sg essa the 26th November 


gays that a rumour has been widely spread in 

Rumoar of « Musslmen rising political circles in China that the present unrest in 
inci that Empire may be regarded by the local Musal- 
mans, numbering nearly a hundred million, as a good opportunity to raise 
the standard of rebellion against the Chinese Government. ‘The Musalmans of 
China have been long waiting for an opportunity to take vengeance upon the 
Government, which suppressed a Musalman rising, some time ago, by ordering 
a wholesale massacre. If anything really occurs in China by way of a 
Musalman rising, it will be very difficult for the Chinese Government to put it 
down. 


2. The same paper says that it has been calculated that the Boer war 

in se hc has cost England, besides many lives, some one 

ee hundred and fifty million pounds. This cost will 

be paid by the British nation. A loan will be raised for meeting further 

expenses in that war. The Boer and the Chinese wars have caused a severe 

drain upon the British Exchequer, Some say that the value of the gold mines 

of South Africa will more then counterbalance the cost of the Boer war, but it 

does nr probable that England will be able to quickly bring the war 
to an end. : 


3. The same paper is glad that subscriptions are being collected by well- 


hia ieitaitie hii ait to-do Musalmans in India for the Hedjaz railway. 
© Projooned NEE FLWY" The construction of that railway has been under- 
taken by the Sultan simply to facilitate the journey of Musalman pilgrims to 
Mecca. His Majesty was informed that the Indian and Jawan pilgrims were 
unnecessurily detained in the quarantine island The Hedjaz railway will 
— a difficulties to which the pilgrims from those places are now 

subjected. 
; 4. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 29th November says that Kumar Pradyot 


Kumar Tagore, son of Maharaja Jotendra Mohan 
me tas of Lumsden's Horse to Tagore, has assumed the leadership of the zamindar 


RozwsMa-1-MOKaD- 
pas HaBLuL 


MATEEN, 
Nov, 26th, 1900. 


RoswaMa-I-MURAD- 
Das HaBuLuL 
MaTEBN ’ 


ROZNAMA-I-MUEKAD- 
pDa8 HaBiuL 
MaTREN, 


SaNJIVANI, 
Nov. 29th, 1900, 


community, and of the native community in general, 


and has written a letter in the Englishman, asking every Indian to make 
gigantic preparations for the reception of Lumsden’s Horse on their victorious 
return to this country from South Africa. The volunteer corps have, it is true, 
startled the world by their courage and bravery in the Boer war; but what is 
that to an Indian? Indians should have rejoiced at the return of the corps 


to India, if there had been Indians among them, possessed of the privilege of 


laying down their lives on the battle-field. But Indians have been refused this 
privilege, and thereby shamefully branded. It is strange that the leader of the 
native community should invite them to join in rejoicings to be held in honour 
of such a corps. | | : 

5. The Hitavad (Conte of the 30th November has the following :— 


ere are now living two eminent statesmen in 
Asia. Thanks to their astuteness, a part of Asia 
still finds it possible to retain its independence. Even now Europe. labours 
under political delusion, created by these two men, and is at a loss to know how 
she should proceed in the present crisis. One shudders to think of the fate that 
would have befallen China, if one of them, Li Hung Chang, had not been 
now living. It is due to Li’s astuteness that England has been duped and 
Russia honoured and humoured, that Germany has been conciliated after an 
understanding had been arrived at with France, that Russia has been held in 
check by betraying a dread of Japan, and that the European Powers have been 
made jealous of one another, and so kept spell-bound and under restraint that 
like the men keeping watch over a dead body on the cremation ground, they 
are sitting in silence by the side of China. But for him there would have 
been by this time a fearful fighting between the gods and the demons over 
the possession of that country. It is due to his statesmanship that China 
has found breathing time, a little leisure to take note of the existing situation 
that she has been able to make an estimate of the strength and intentions of 
the Powers and hold herself in readiness for any contingency that may arise, 


Two Asiatic statesmen. 
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ffairs in China have now reached a stage at which even the whole of Euro 
will be mains to effect her destruction, and will find itself outwitted if it 


attempts the task. Oe BA, 

A e second great livin Wraprtar of Asia is the Amir Abdur Rahman 
Khan, whose astuteness holds in check both the, British-Lion and the Russian 
Bear. Living between two powerful enemies, one on: each side, he is freely, 
and fearlessly training up his turbulent Pathans in the art of modern warfare 
generally, and in the use of the latest apo | in particular, Slowly and 
eredually is he equipping the whole Afghan prop e with arms and ammunition, 
opening gun and gunpowder factories all over his kingdom and maki re 
parations against the war of the future, Troubles may not arise during his life. 
dons, but there can be no doubt that there will occur a fearful conflagration 
after his death. It is the Amir’s object to preserve the Musalman power intact, 
to maintain the independence of Asia, and to arrest the advance of both 
England and Russia, In the pursuit of this policy Abdur: Rahman has hitherto 
had his way. As for the future, who can predict that ? : 


, 


?. 


Il.—-Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a\—-Police. 


6. In a letter published in the Basumati [Calcutta} of the 29th Novem- 
pane ber, the writers, who are said to be students, draw 
tein to thee bourhood the attention of the Commissioner of Police to 
oe the. indecent behaviour of the prostitutes residing 
near the Kalibari at Thanthania. The obscene conversation and gestures in 
which they indulge, even in broad daylight, are a source of danger to the school- 
boys who Zo up in the neighbourhood. | 
7. The same paper has the following :-— 
ti tevilieiees of Goal There can be no doubt or dispute about the 
@ memeneney on ane poe fact that, as compared with the state of things in 
the. country ten years ago, cases of theft, cheating, dacoity, and oppression of 
women have increased at the present time. Of course, the poverty of the 
eountry 1s the — cause of this increase, but there is another cause hard 
less powerful, People refer to that cause as the inefficiency of the police, It 1, 
their belief that the police is daily becoming more and more inefficient. The 
belief is probably well founded. But what is the cause of this inefficiency ? 
The police can show its ability only by the capture of thieves, dacoits and 
le accused of murder. This ability which it posesssed in a large measure 
nt © past ie now found wanting, not because there are at present no intelli- 
gent and efficient officers in the police service, the fact rather being that clevey 
and conscientious men are now more largely employed in the police than 
formerly, but because the present } a mcan is lacking in that invincible power and 
prestige which belonged to the old Bengal Police. — : : | 
Suppose there has been a dacoity in a certain place, and the daroga and 
his jamadars are trying their best to trace the offenders. What is the 
rocedure they follow? Suppose their suspicions fall on certain badmashes. 
he daroga Babu now asks them coaxingly: ‘Well, my good fellows, if you 
have stolen the articles, tell me where they are. You a f not fear.” The 
affect to be taken by surprise at the question, and if the real thief be one 0! 
the party, he makes no confession. The Babu sees that mere coaxing will not 
do, and yet he has no authority to torture the suspects; for if he were proved 
guilty of that offence, he might be suspended, dismissed, and even sent to jail. 
ho could be so foolish as to incur such grave risk? ‘The Babu, therefore, 
reports that the offenders cannot be traced, and the Police Saheb, with eyes 
red with anger, cally him a rascal, while his failure to detect the thieves is 
nade the subject of half a dozen articles in the native newspapers, expatiating 
on the inefficiency of the police, ° | 


it was not so in the past. The daroga of the olden time, as soon as he 
received intelligence of a theft or dacoi y, summoned to the thena all the 
notorious badmashes of the neighbouring villages, and, when they presented 
themselves before him, threatened’ and bullied them, and not unoften secret 

tortured some of them. The result was that in a great majority of cases the 
real thief or dacoit made a confession and brought forth the stolen articles. 


a ae eee ee ee 
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Even if any of the badmashes managed to escape, as an outcome of the 
daroga’s proceeding, so much fear would come upon the thieves and dacoits 
of the neighbouring villages generally that they would not for sume time to 
come dare to raise their heads. Such was the way in which badmashes were 


put down, and the police gave proof of their ability in the past. 


It is true the police occasionally oppressed innocent people for the purpose 
of extorting confessions, but it is also true that honest people had nothing 
to fear at the hands of the — Whatever oppression there was was 
committed upon bad men, and the ultimate effect of such oppression was 
beneficial. | 

We now condemn and protest against all such oppression, overlooking the 
fact that it is for want of such oppression that thieves and dacoits are not 


being captured A little rigorous treatment of those who are suspected by the 


olice is not unjust. It is not always easy or practicable to deal with suspects 
in the way in which clever detectives trace thefts and dacoities. If the darogas 
of the present day make a proper use of their powers with a due regard to the 
requirements of their office, and instead of coaxing suspects occasionally treat 
them to a few cuffs, their investigations would be likely to prove more success- 
ful than at present. It is because the police is good and shrinks from handlin 
suspected people roughly that badmashes are growing more and more defian€. 
If matters are allowed to remain in this state for any considerable time to 
come, there will be a fearful increase of crime in the country. 


8. The Jyoti (Chittagong] of the 29th November draws attention to the 
prevalence of theft and badmashi within the juris- 
Prevalence of crime in the Sate. 


| : —_ diction of the Satkania thana in the Chittagong 
Se SSN Se ree district. Neither the Sub-Inspector nor the resi- 
dents of the thana venture to proceed against the badmashes. 


9, Acorrespondent of the Samay [Calcutta] of the 30th November says 


| that though the attention of the police authorities 

Exaction by police constables in Calcutta has been more than once drawn to the 
and gundae in Calcutta. : i. a ° 

oppression which is committed by the gundas, who 

forcibly take out sugar from the sugar-bags on the way to the Mir Bahar Ghat 

in carts, nothing has yet been done to check the evil. The crime is committed 

every day in the presence of constables, who do not interfere. Another 


oppression from which all carters and hackney carriage drivers in Calcutta suffer 
is exaction by police constables. nate 


10. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the Ist December draws the attention of 
the Municipal Commissioners of Serampore in the 
Hooghly district to the loading of feats with 
| baskets filled with beef, which takes place eve 

morning at Yugal Adhya’s Ghat in Serampore, one of the ghats on the Hooghly, 
which has attached to it a temple containing the image of a Hindu god and 
is used by hundreds of Hindus who hathe in the river at that early hour. The 
sight is certainly not agreeable to them, and was, on one or two occasions, about 


to lead to a breach of the peace. Cannot any of the neighbouring ghats be 
used for the purpose ? 


A complaint in connection with | 
a bathing ghat in Serampore. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


11. The Bharat Ratna tatha Surpanch [ Patna City | of the 21st November 

. complains that Mr. Gabriel, Subdivisional Officer 

a Sa ee Ofi- of Beguserai in the Monghyr district, is an officer of 
= a whimsical disposition. He does not allow an 

one to stand even in the veranda of his court-house, The time allowed by 


him to pleaders and mukhtars for explaining their cases is only fifteen minutes 


for each man. On one occasion he was so angry with a Musalman mukhtar 
that he actually turned the latter out of the court-room. | 


12. The Pratinidhi (Comilla] of the 27th November says that the order 


the District Jud {Ti Ti . 
The hours of attendance in the of the District Judge of Tip pera, requiring Munsifs 


ie , and Subordinate Judges to attend Court at 10-30 
= —eo, A.M., 18 Causing serious inconvenience to the officers 
themselves, to parties, witnesses, pleaders and mukhtars. The train from 
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reaches Comilla.at 11 a.u., consequently, people who have to attend 

nae ym Kasba, Nahinagar, Brahmanbaria, and Nachhirnagar fail to attend. 

in time, and find their cases struck off. A large number of cases have of late 

been struck off in this way. The order also leaves the judicial officers little 
time at home to write judgments, a work which is generally done at home. 

13. The same paper says that the ends of justice would huve been served 

in tinbesslie init ides: by sentencing Iswar Shaha of Semantaghar in the 


Tippera district to transportation for life instead of 
ordering him to be hanged. From his incoherent manner of replying to the 


uestions put to him, it must have been clear that he was not in his senses and. 
that he murdered his wife in a fit of insanity. 
14. Referring to the compulsory retirement of Babu Mahendra Nath Das, 
_ First Munsif of Midnapore, owing, it is said, to his 
A Munsit compelled to retire partial deafness, the Medini Bundhav (| Midnapore} 
wens desuinmest of the 28th November says that if Babu Mahendra 
Nath has any defect of hearing, it is of so slight a nature that nobody who sees 
him in Court hearing cases can at all suspect its existence. As Mahendra Babu 
has not yet served for twenty-five years and is still quite young, it would be a 
hardship to him to be compelled to retire at so early an age. The pension to 
which he is now entitled is only half of what he would be entitled to two or 
three years hence. Retirement now would therefore inflict on him such 
yecuniary loss a8 was inflicted on no Government servant before. Babu 
Mehendva Nath is a perfect gentleman in his dealings with the public, is 
extremely popular, and as a public officer is surpassed by fow for workin 
capacity, and for the care, attention and swiftness with which he works. 
The order for his retirement has therefore pained the writer. It is hoped that 
the District Judge, Mr. Brockman, will bring to the notice of the Chief Justice 
and the Lieutenant-Governor the hardship to which he will be subjected by 
premature compulsory retirement. 
15. The Basumasi [Calcutta] of the 29th November has the following :— 


; The High Court has directed a retrial ina 
ene ae 28 case originelly instituted in Chuadanga in the Nadia 
worgin Are district, in which the accused were sontenced to 
imprisonment by the trying Honorary Magistrate, a pleader practising in the 
local criminal court. Let there be a retrial by all means, but there is one 
thing we do not understand. Why did notthe rule prohibiting the appoint- 
ment as Honorary Magistrates of pleaders practising in the criminal courts 
apply to Jogendra Babu, the Honorary Magistrate who tried this case? If for 
the sake of his honorary office the Babu has given up his practice in the 
criminal court, why should his judgment in the case under notice be set at 
naught on the plea that at one time he practised as a criminal lawyer? 
Indeed, whenever « pleader tries a criminal case in his capacity of Honorary 
Magistrate, either the prosecution er the defence will find it very easy to 
charge him with bias and partiality. Those pleaders therefore who have resigned 
their Honorary Magistrateships have, by so doing, acted wisely, and as a 
matter of fact there ure not many who would ruin their practice in order to 
taste this Dead Sea apple. But it is not Pleader-Magistrates only whose 
interests are bound up with those of the parties whose cases are heard by them; 
there are many Zamindars who exercise magisterial powers. Does Govern- 
ment ever attend to the manner in which the latter do their work as Honorary 
Magistrates? Some of these men are over head and ears in debt, and are per- 
petually troubled by dunning creditors, They have money transactions with 
somebody or other among the plaintiffs or defendants, and yet they try their 
cases. If they can exercise magisterial powers without objection, why cannot 
the pleaders do +0 as well ? It is clearly the duty of Government to make an 
enquiry as to the indebtedness of such zamindars in the mufassal who hold 
the office of Honorary Magistrate, and then decide whether or no the 
should continue to hold that office. Of course, it is not possible to transfer 
Honorary Magistrates, like stipendiary Magistrates, from one place to another 
after regular intervals of time; but Government can at least make the honora 
office tenable for a certain number of years and not, as now, for life. It will 


also do well to recruit Honorary Magistrates from the ranks of doctors, kabirajes, 
echoolmasters, Overseers, inspectors and professional men, &c. . ) 
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16. The Faridpur Hitaishini (Faridpur) of the 30th November says that 

Pr the case in which Kailas Mandal, of Asfardi, within 

Delay in the disposal of ® the jurisdiction of the Ainpur thana, in the Farid, . 
pur district, charged Dwarka Nath Sardar, of char 

 Jasordi, with enticing away his wife and committing adultery with her, has 


been pending for the last four months, and has been postponed more than half 
a dozen times. Warrants have been issued for thearrest of the accused and for 
the production of the woman; but though both of them are living in the 
accused’s house, the police have not yet thought fit to arrest either of them, 
The accused is concealing all his movable property lest, when a proclamation 


— against him as a fugitive offender, his property should be attached and 
sold. | 


While the Ainpur police is not doing anything to arrest the. accused, it is 
busy reporting aguinst the witnesses for the. prosecation and those who are 
looking after the complainant’s case as men who ought to be bound down to kee 
the peace under section 107 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. The District 
Magistrate’s attention is drawn to this case. : 


17. The same paper draws the attention of the District Magistrate of 
saat — .. Faridpur to the hardship which is being caused to 
Ferd. CSS”~CS™~”:«s anodes in’ that district by the practice of 
requiring every co-owner of a joint estate to apply 
separately for the registration of his name under the Land Registration Act 
instead of all the co-owners submitting a joint application. In the Dacca, 
Backergunge, and Mymensingh districts a joint application by co-owners is not 
objected to, and it is strange that such applications should not be allowed in 
the Faridpur district. The circular of the Board of Revenue on the subject is as 
‘¢ follows :—Separate application must be made by every person having a 
separate interest or share as proprietor or manager: joint application should onl 
be received when the proprietors hold the estates together without specification 
of shares or in the case contemplated by section 46.” 


The circular clearly lays down that those who have equal sharesin a 
joint estate may have their names registered by one application. 

The Magistrate’s attention is also drawn to the delay which takes place in 
the disposal of these registration cases. A large number of such cases have 
been remaining undisposed of for a year. ‘lhe owners concerned have not 
therefore been able to bring suits for the realisation of rent from their raiyata. 


The mistakes made by clerks in filing certificates against wrong parties 


for the recovery of fines also inflict great loss on the men who are thus 
harassed. 


The people of the place have no confidence in the present head muharrir 
of the Land Registration Department. He should therefore be removed. 


18, The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 30th November says that the way 

; Mr. Gabriel, Joint-Magistrate of Beguserai, district 

PP i gy Joint-Magutrate Monghyr, administers criminal justice and 
his vacillating disposition cause the greatest incon- 

venience and harassment suitors and their witnesses. He is now out on his 
cold-weather tour, and parties to suits find it necessary to follow him from 
village to village, accompanied by their pleaders, mukhtars, and witnesses, 
To aggravate their misery, Mr Gabriel constantly changes his orders as to 
the place where they should attend without letting them know of the change. 
And if they fail to appear at the place mentioned in Mr. Gabriel’s latest order, 
their bail bonds are forfeited he case of Ramadhin Singh and others was 
to have been heard on the-24th October last at Gayhara. The accused there- 
fore were all present on the day at that place. But without letting them know 
that he had changed his mind, Mr. Gabriel held his court on that y at Begu- 
serai, and not at -Gayhara, and made them forfeit their security bonds. 
Mr. Gabriel seems to take a pleasure in putting parties to trouble and loss. 
Friday, the 21st October last, was fixed for the hearing of four big cases, in 
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which a Jarge number of persons were implicated. All of them, together with 
their pleaders, mukhtars, and witnesses, were accordingly present at Sadar on 
that day and remained waiting in the court compound from 11 a.m. to 6-30 
p.m. But the cases were not heard on that day, and it was not before 6-30 
p.m.- that the parties were told that they must come on the nextday. But 


though everybody knew that on the next day the Magistrate would go to 


‘Simaria Ghat to arrange for a méla, still, in accordance with his order, the 


rties attended the court at Sadar on that day, and had to come back 
isappointed, for Mr. Gabriel, as had been already anticipated, left for 
Simaria Ghat at 11 a.m. Mr. Gabriel does not seem to possess any sense of 
responsibility, though he has an undue sense of his own power and importance. 
He is full of the idea that he prossesses unlimited powers and is not bound to 
obey the rules and regulations of Government. The case of Parameshwari 
Lal, who was charged with having constructed a privy which was considered 
a nuisance by the neighbours, furnishes an instance of the way in which 
Mr. Gabriel, inflated as he is with exaggerated notions of his own authority, 
sets at naught the provisions of the law. It will be well if the case is brought 
before the High Court In the case instituted by Mr. Rollins, the Assistant 
Manager of the Baroni Indigo Factory, against certain cultivators under 
section 147 of the Indian Penal Code, Mr. Gabriel asked the accused 
in the absence of counsel either to cross-examine the witnesses for the prosecution 
or to say that they would not do so. ‘The poor men protested and expressed 
their inability to cross-examine in the absence of their counsel. But Mr, 
Gabriel threatened them that they would be punished for contempt of court 
if they did not do what he had ordered them to do. The accused therefore 
had no alternative except to state in writing that they would not cross-examine 
the prosecution witnesses Mr Gabriel is alsoin the habit of cross-examiuing 
the accused under the pretext of taking down their statements, 


(d)—Education. 


19. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingk | of the 27th November expresses the 
following opinion on the new rules relating to 
Text-Book Committees :— 

. The rules will do harm to the cause of 
education. The authorities and teachers of schools, aided as well as unaided, 
wili be deprived of all power in the matter of the selection of text-books, and 
may, under the rules, be compelled to introduce text-books which they do not 
like. This will undoubtedly hamper education to some extent. The Director 
of Public Instruction_will, in the first instance, choose suitable books and reject 


The new rules relating to Text- 
Book Committees. , 


unsuitable books. But as the Director will be personally unable to judge the 
merits of Bengali and Sanskrit books, the work will practically devolve upon 
some subordinate officer of the department, and many worthless books will on 
this account find a place in the list of good books. 


As the proportion of official to non-official members in the Central Text 
Book Committee will be as two to one, the work of selecting text-books will 
practically be done hy the official members. There could be no objection to 
this if the books approved by the Committee were intended only for aided 
schools. But it is very hard upon the authorities of unaided schools that they 
should have no freedom of choice in the selection of books to be read in their 
schools, A rule like this was made in 1894, but the protests it evoked led Sir 
Alfred Croft to cancel it. Why is the rule which was once rejected revived ? 


20. The Murshidabad Hitaishi fMurshidabad} of the 28th November 
Babu Madhu Sudan Sinha, Writes as follows about Babu Madhu Sudan Sinha, 
Srey inspector of Schools, Deputy Inspector of Schools, Murshidabad :— 


(1) Though Babu Madhu Sudan Sinha is a native of the district, 

during the whole term of his service as Sub-Inspector and 
_ Inspector he has never been transferred to any other place. 

(2) He is anxious to retrench the District Board’s grants to schools 
in order that he may from the saving so made meet the 
additional expenditure which he has incurred by increasing the 
pay of two Sub-Inspectors, __ peas 


( sol ) 


(3) Although a Deputy Inspector is bound to inspect every school 
within his jurisdiction twice a year, Madhu Babu did not, 
during the whole period, from August 1899 to October 1900, 
pay a single visit to some of the best Middle English Schools 
in the Kundi subdivision. ‘ 

(4) On the 9th November last, he insultingly ordered the fourth master 
of the Beldanga Higher Class School, who had come to school 
barefooted in consequence of his being in mourning for a near 
relation, to get out of his sight. | 

On the occasion of this visit, he also showed temper by finding fault with 
the pen which was given to him for writing the report of his inspection, 
although Mr. Tiery, whom he had accompanied, wrote a report of two pages 
and a half with the same pen without quarrelling with it. | 

21. Tne Basumati — . the oo November has the following :— 

n the rules recently promulgated by Govern- 
— eT eo sandihanane ‘of stadienta’ hostels and 
mess-houses, the task of inspection and supervision has been entrusted to 
teachers and professors. Though it may appear perfectly reasonable to vest 
the teachers with the guardianship of their pupils, for of all men the teacher 
would be the most likely person to promote the weifare of his student, it is a 
matter of regret that the teachers of the day, as a rule, pay. no attention to 
this part of their work. This is particularly the case with the great 
majority of the teachers in Calcutta. These men come into contact with their 
pupils only during school hours, and in their opinion their sole duty is to teach 
and explain the prescribed text-books. They have been frequently heard to 


say that a teacher hus no business to look to the “ private character” of his — 


students, and that all that he can and should insist on is that they should be 
quiet.and orderly in the school room. Under these circumstances, it is 
extremely doubtful whether the teachers and professors, now engaged in 
educational work in Calcutta, will earnestly and enthusiastically take up 
= new duty, simply because Government has thought fit to impose it on 
them. 

The establishment of schools and colleges has become a paying business in 
Calcutta, and their proprietors, as well as the teachers employed by them, are 
more anxious to secure large profits than to reform or improve the moral 
character of the students. As the interests and views of the proprietors of 
the different institutions are not identical, and frequently clash and conflict 
with one another, there is every reason to doubt whether in this matter they 


will be able to act harmoniously,.and will be prepared to sink their personal 


differences in order to promote the welfare of the student community. The 


fact that a discharge of the duty, which is about to be imposed on them, will 


bring them no pecuniary gain, will also stand in the way of enlisting the 
sympathy of the proprietors in the cause of hostel supervision. There will be, 
of course, no lack of professions of sympathy, but it is doubtful whether their 
practice will tally with their profession. 

22. The Hitavads [Colette of the 20th November is informed that on 
. Monday last, the first day of the B.L. examination, 
j bs urieiat saninet, Se Regis- the Registrar, Mr. Edwards, refused to admit a 
we ee few candidates into the examination hall because 
they were two or three minutes late in presenting themselves at the door, A 
few others, equally late, who had entered into the hall, were expelled there- 
from, while some who turned up after a considerable interval were, strangely 
enough, admitted. The authorities should make an enquiry into the matter. 
For respectable people to be subjected to such treatment in the examination 
hall of the University is really a matter of extreme regret. Will University 

scandals never cease ? 
23. The Bangabandhu [peneemnegers of the Ist December writes as 

= ollows:— 

p Sermamens mnt the. Fee Beer Government is seeking to bring the Text-Book 
waist Committees under its control. But most people 
are opposed to this, because they fear that in that case no text-books will be 
selected whose authors are not the favourites cf Government, This is not a 
groundless fear. But it must be admitted, on the other hand, that it has 
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become absolutely necessary to reduce the latitude which is now enjoyed b 
school authorities in. the selection of books, and in virtue of which every 
teacher who writes a book gets the same introduced in his school, no matter 
whether his book is good or bad. It will be a far better thing to see in the 
hands of school-boys books selected by the Government, which is responsible 
for the good education of the people, than to see them oppressed with such 
worthless books as are now forced upon them by their teachers. 
24. The Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 2nd December has the follow- 
ing :— 
No reason has been assigned for the change - 
which Government has made in the method of 
selecting text-books for schools. Probably the reason is that sedition was 
smelt in the works of Babu Nabin Chandra Sen and.other authors. We cannot 
deny that there are seditious passages in the works of some authors, and we 
consider these books extremely objectionable. But the wonder is that the 
did not sooner attract Government’s notice, and have so long been selected as 
text-books for schools by the Director of Public Instruction and the Inspectors 
of Schools. Government officers are so blinded by a desire to promote the 
interest of their protegés that they appoint their works as text-books, even 
if those works are trashy. It is partly owing to this cause, partly from 
ignorance and partly from remissness that many bad and even serious] 
seditious books have come to be included in.the list of text-books. But these 
defects in the selection of text-looks will not be removed, but will rather be 
aggravated by the new rules. It is needless to dilate on the right method 
of selecting text-bvoks, because it is doubtful whether the Government, even 
if it sees what that method is, would adopt it. 
25. The Tripura Hitaishi (Comilla] of the 4th December says that 
Government is anxious to improve the morals of 
Government and the morals of the students, and is, with that view, going to 
the students. ?, . Pay 
establish boarding-houses for them. ut it does not 
consider that the character of the students cannot be formed by a Godless educa- 
tion. Even the declaration of sucha simple religious truth as ‘‘ God is a formless 
spirit”? has now been expunged from the Bodhodaya. Nor does Government 
seem to be sufficiently alive to the fact that it is idle to expect an improvement 
in the morals of the students unless their teachers also are men of character, 
Does Government sufficiently care to enquire whether any particular teacher is 
a drunkard or submits false returns or reports? Mere jail-like boarding-houses 
will not improve the character of the students. 
26. The Prabhat [Calcutta] of the 5tn December ccmplains that certain 


se tact Bh. combination. questions in the papers set at the last B, L. exami- 
nation were so stiff that even leading lawyers and 

judges would find it hard to answer them satisfactorily. ‘There were some 
questions, again, which were not set from the prescribed text-books. It is not 
proper to frame questions with the object of ;lucking candidates It behoves 


the moderators to attend to the matter, or injustice will be done to a large 
number of examinees. 


The new rules relating to Text- 
Book Committees. 


(c)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administra tion. 


27. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh | of the 27th November draws atten- 

: tion to the prevalence of cholera almost over the 

ancler# in the Mymensingh whole district of Mymensingh and requests the 
authorities to send medical help to the people. . 

28. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of . the 
Deterioration of Municipal Gov- 28th November has the following :— ° 
ermnaik ta Sane. vr. Local Self-Government was introduced in this | 

country with the object of teaching the people 
how to conduct their own local affairs, When the institution was first intro- 
duced, it was thought that the management of municipalities would be left in 
the hands of natives. The practice, however, has become very different now’ 
The management of municipalities is now gradually passing into the hands of 
foreigners. Europeans are, by nature, fond of power. They wish to be the 
dominant people wherever they live. They do not like to live in municipal- 


jties managed by natives. It is unbearable to them that natives should domineer 
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over them in any matter, Therefore, they, wish to bring all the municipalities 
in which they live under their own control. They first enter into such 
municipalities as nominated Commissioners. ‘Then, they try to get themselves 
elected or nominated as Chairmen. If they fail iu this, they make friends with 
some native Commissioners and try to create separate municipalities for the 
places in which they live. ese . 


For instance, the village Garulia in the 24-Parganas district, which was 
formerly a part of the North Barrackpore Municipality, and contains some jute 
and other mills under the inanagement of Europeans, has for some time been 
made a separate municipality, because the mill Europeans failed in their efforts 
to get a European elected as Chairman of the North Barrackpore Municipality. 
But the closing of some of the mills has already brought the new municipality 
to a very miserable finanicial condition, and it bids fair to be once more 
amalgamated with the North Barrackpore Municipality. 


In a similar manner, separate municipalities have been created at Titaghar 
and Bhatpara villages, which were formerly included in the South Barrackpore 
and Naihati Municipalities, in the 24-Parganas district, respectively. There 
would also have been separate municipalities at Gauripur and Telinipara, places 
in which there are mills under European management, if Europeans had not 
been Chairmen of the Naihati and Bhadreswar Municipalities in which those 
villages are respectively included. pee 


It will be, therefore, seen that municipal government is gradually passing 
from the hands of natives to those of Europeans. But, under Europeans, muni- 
cipalities pay no attention to the convenience and welfare of their native 
rate-payers, That this is really the case is clearly proved by the manner in 
which the Bhadreswar Municipality under its European Chairman, spent some 
thousands of rupees solely for the benefit of the mills, and the way in which the 
affairs of the Bhatpara Municipality are neglected under its new European 
authorities. Never was Bhatpara in such a filthy condition as now. 


Every well-wisher of the country will be sorry to notice the sad change 
which has come over the municipalities. 


29. The Khulna [Khulna] of the 29th November says that fever is 

raging virulently in the Khulna district. and in 

__ Prevalence of fever and cholera Khulna town. In Sekhpara, which adjoins the 
in Khulna. ° 

- town, no less than twenty-five or thirty deaths 

have taken place during the two months of October and November, About 

half a dozen men have also died from cholera in Banargati, the south-western 

portion of Bania Khamar. 


The local hospital has no more room for patients, and the compounders 
can hardly cope with their work. The two doctors are doing their best to 


render help to the people, but all their exertions have not availed to save 
Sekhpara and Gobarchaka. 


30. The Jyott (Chittagong} of the 29th November says that cholera of 

a virulent type and fever are still raging in Chitta- 

Fever and cholera in Chittagong pong town. In Alkaran and Ferringhi Bazar 
town. : | . 

, ime. or five deaths from cholera are taking place 

every day. But neither the Civil Surgeon nor the Municipality is 6 

anything to check the pieaneins and is not even burning incense and sulphur 

in the affected places, and is not cleaning those places. There is also no 

provision for the proper treatment of cholera patients. The Magistrate’s 

attention is drawn to these facts. 


81. A correspondent of the Hitavads [Calcutta ] of the 380th November 

A neglected ward of the Jang. Graws the attention of the Commissioner of the 
r Municipality, in the Murshi- Presidency Division to the neglected and insani- 
dabad district. tary condition of ward No. 4 of the Jangipur 


Municipality, in the district of Murshidabad. There are no roads even for the 
use of carts in the ward. The lanes are not repaired. There are no lights 
in the ward, and house refuse is not removed even during the prevalence of 
malarious fever. Nothing is done to clear jungle. All these complaints have 
been repeatedly made to the Municipal Chairman and the Subdivisional Officer 
during the last two years, but to no purpose. | 
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_ Bale of rotten fish in Calontts.. 


‘to the Calcutta bazars for sale. 


road from Miarber to Mullick Kasim’s Aé¢ should not be Sore | exposed 
for sale, but should be kept behind a screen. pul 


Jessore, 
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alcutta) of the 1st December says that the outbreak 
‘ of: cholera,. diatrhwa, &c., in many bustis in 
: "Calcutta jast now is due to the consumption by the 
busti people of rotten fish, which is of late being brought in large quantities 
‘The Calcutta Municipality entertains a large 

number of food inspectors, and the Chairman should see that they do their 
work properly. | 
33, The Chineura Vartavaha (Chinsura} of the 2nd December asks the 
Sie municipal authorities of Chinsura for an order that 

A beet shop in “himeura. the beef which is sold in the shop situated on the 


+ 


82. The Navayug [C 


The practice o 
exposing the meat for sale wounds the religious feelings of the Hindus, | 
84. The Bangabhumi [Calcutta] of the 4th December writes :— 

et : Jessore has become a permanent hot-bed of 
Government and malaria in malaria. Many say that this is due to the silting 
- up of the Bhairav. The Sanitary Commissioner, 
who has examined the whole length of the river-bed, says that there is no 
hope of setting the river free again, and that all that can now be done to miti- 
gate the ravages of malaria is to deepen the river-bed and thereby convert it 
into a vast di/. The Bengal Government, however, declares that this project 
cannot be carried out owing to want of funds. So, you Jessore people, 


licly 


you must perforce suffer from and die of malaria in siience. Speak out 


our minds when there is a surplus in the exchequer. and when Government 
is at leisure to attend to you. ‘Till then die in silence. 

85. The Tripura Hituisht [Comilla] of the 4th December, referring to the 
decision of the Tippera District Board to retain the 
services of the Veterinary graduate for another 
year, remarks that the £94 9 have derived little 
good from his services. He has been able to cure very few horses in the town, 
and cattle-plague in the mufassal has not been checked to any appreciable extent 
by his efforts. Is it then right to waste public money by paying him a salary 
of Rs. 60 besides allowances ? : ae 

386. The same paper says that the proceeds of the road cess should ‘be 
properly applied to construction of roads, excava- 
tion of khals and the like. But instead of being 
so applied such proceeds are generally spent on the establishment of dispen- 
saries, dik bungalows, technical schools and zanana hospitals, There are 
hundreds of villages in the Tippera district in which not a single pice has been 
spent on public works since the imposition of the cess, although those villages 
have no good roads, khals or tanks, and although a large number of people die 
in them every year of cholera for want of good drinking water. Shou d not 
the District Board attend first of all tothe supply of good drinking water to 
these villages? But it is not found to pay proper attention to this matter. 
Only those villages which have got members of the Board as their spokesmen 
are receiving a supply of good drinking water. ou 

37. The Prabhat [Calcutta] of the 5th December says that the practice of 

killing stray paria dogs in ro alin by giving them 
poisoned food to eat is extremely cruel, and ought 
hs to be discontinued. Some better arrangement 
should be made for getting rid of the dog nuisance. The practice in Dum- 
Dum within cantonment limits is to shoot such dogs. This, too, is objectionable 
because stray bullets may strike and wound men and cattle. | 


( f)— Questions affecting the lund, 


38 According to a correspondent of the Sri Srt Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda 
Bazar Patrtka [Calcutta] of the 21st November, the 
condition of the raiyats in the Sujamutha pargana 
va of the Midnapore district has become extremely 
miserable this year. There'was scarcity in the pargana during ‘the last two 
years, and the a So and the mahajane exhausted their stock of paddy and 
‘other resources. When things were in this condition, there came the unprece- 
dented rainfall of the present year, and all land in the patgana was submerged. 


The Veterinary graduate under 
the Tippera District Board. 


Water-supply in Tippera. 
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The silted up Baroj canal, the only outlet for the rain water of the pargana, 
failed to carry away the water, and the pargana is still under 2 to 6 feet of 
water. The major portion of the crops has been destroyed, and not more than 
a four or six annas outturn is expected, and that too will take two months more 
to be ready for the sickle, In the meantime the raiyats have no resource to 
fall back pe OO There is no one, not even the mahajan, to help them; and no 
work is available by which they can earn a livelihood. 
To add to their miseries the zamindar, the Burdwan Raj Estate, has been 


taking rigorous steps to realise rent by the filing of certificates and distraint of | 


property, and also by the sale-of the thatched roofs of houses. Interest on 
arrears of rent was never realised from the tenants on this or” any neighbouring 


estate; but this year all arrears are being realised with interest. The rate of 


rent, too, in this estate is almost double that in the neighbouring estates. . 

| The editor asks Raja Ban Bihari Kapur, Manager of the Burdwan Raj 
Estate, to take pity on the raiyats of the Sujamutha pargana, and relieve their 
sufferings by the adoption of the following measures :— : 


(1) Exemption from rent of all land which has been turned into a marsh 
by floods. : 

(2) Stopping the realisation of interest on arrears of rent. 

(3) Realisation of rent by instalments without inflicting unnecessary 
loss on the raiyats by the filing of certificates or seizure of 
property. 

(4) Making outlets for the drainage of surplus rain water. For this 
purpose the Baroj canal should be re-ex-avated this year as a 
relief measure. The re-excavation of this canal would perma- 
nently improve the condition of the pargana, and benefit not only 
the raiyats, but the estate itself. 


39. The Jyoti LChittagong) of the 29th November has the following :— 

Ve have been making repeated endeavours to 
bring the settlement oppressions to the notice of 
the authorities, and the fact that the authorities ure paying no heed to any com- 
plaints has filled us with alarm. From the very commencement, the present 
settlement operations have been marked by serious irregularities. In making 
the — one man’s land was often surveyed as another man’s, and countless 
errors will probably be found in the chttias and khatians, especially as these were 
written by temporary muharrirs, men without any sense of responsibility, ‘The 
rent assessments too have been made most arbitrarily, the one guiding principle 
of the assessors having been to secure praise and promotion for themselves by 
increasing the public revenue. 


The Chittagong settlement. 


JYOT!, 
Nov, 29th, 1900. 


The method wpe own the recovery of the cost of the survey and settle- — 


ment is also highly objectionable, The first notice is not served directly upon 
the person responsible for the cost, but is sent to the village panchayet for 
service. But as the village panchayet has no responsibility in the matter, he 
does not care to serve the notice and, ccrrupt as he generally is, he turns the notice 
to account to extort illegal gratifications. The number of peons being extremely 
small, notices, certificates and processes are not being properly served, but are 
falsely reported as properly served ; and the parties become liable for additional 
costs, which in many cases exceed the original cost, for no fault of their own. 
The recovery officer is in this way realising more costs as costs of notice, certi- 
ficate and process than the original costs of the settlement operations. This 
will certainly bring him praise from the Government. But does the Govern- 
ment approve of the method by which this additional revenue is being raised ? 
If it does not interfere in the matter the public will have no alternative, but to 
believe that it approves of all this. 


(g)—Railways and communications, includirg canals and irrigation. 


40.’ The Medint Bandhav [Midnapore]} of the 28th November, says that it. 


7 is not to the credit of the Tamluk Local Board in 
A bad road in the Tamluk sub- the Midnapore district that complaints are so often 
division of the Midnapore district. ) od about bad roads in that subdivision, The 
road from Terpethe to Nandigram is re now ina most deplorable condition 
and urgently requires the attention of the authorities. | 
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41. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Mursbidabad | of the 28th November draws 

attention to the deplorably bad condition of the 

jb had road in thy Murshidebed Kandi-Panchthupi road in the Kandi subdivision 

exe of the Murshidabad district. ‘The trifling sum. of 

sixty rupees which has been sanctioned this year for its repair, will effect no 

improvement in its condition, but will be simply thrown away. The amount 
should be spent to some purpose if, instead of being spent on a perfunctor 
repair of the whole road, it were spent in making a thorough repair of a sma 


| ea of it. A portion of the road is under the charge of the Panchthupi 


illage Union. but no one knows whether that body exists or not. The able 
Subdivisional Officer, Babu Sukumar Haldar, should see that the road which is 
an important.one is thoroughly repaired, 

42, The Sanjivant (Calcutta) of the 29th November drawg attention to 
the letter which appeared in a recent issue of the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika, over thé signature of Babu 

Lalit Mohan Ghosal, a Commissioner cf the Cossi- 
pore-Chitpur Municipality, in which that gentleman describes how one Lieu- 
tenant D——_-——-, now stationed at Dum-Dum committed oppression on some 
native employés at the Dum-Dum Junction station on the Eastern Bengal State 
Railway on three different occasions. ‘The full name of the Lieutenant may be 
obtained from Lalit Mohan Babu, a resident of Sinthi, It 1s the duty of the 
Government to protect natives employed on its own railway from oppression. 
43. The Furidpur Hitaishini [Faridpur] of the s0th November asks the 
ne Faridpur District Board to re-excavate portions 
Phe sor for the consideration of of the Majurdia khal, and in future to make the 
e Faridpur District Board. : ae ‘ ° 
temporary bridge, which is constructed over it 
every winter, so high as to allow boats to pass under it. Re-excavation of the 
khal will not only improve communication, but improve the condition of many 
marshy lands and the drainage of the villages through which it passes 
. : he fouling of the water of the Chapadaha Jdi/ by fishermen should also be 
checked. 
44, A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 3''th November 
: complains that on the 8th idem the engine of 
we Howrah-Amta steam tram- No, 22 up train on the Howrah-Seakhala line got 
” disabled between Masat and Seakhala, and the train 
therefore reached the Howrah Ghat station at 12-30 p.m. instead of 9-28 a.m. 
Owing to this delay the passengers were subjected to great loss and inconveni- 
ence ‘There was a similar occuirence onthe 13th of the same month in connec- 
tion with two other trains. As the frequency of these accidents has prejudicially 
affected the earnings of the line, it behoves the Directors, the shareholders and 
articularly the Howrah District Board, to promptly attend to the matter. 
here are three points which should receive the very greatest consideration 
nanely, first, want of inspection of the line by the officials; second, absence o 
telegraphic communication on the line, which makes the prompt adoption of 
remedial measures impossible in the case of accidents; and, third, want of 


arrangements for always keeping an engine under steam ready at the Kadam- 
tala station. 


Oppression vf some railway 
employ és. 


(hj|—General. 


45. A correspondent of the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Puirika 
(Culcutta}] of the 28th November says that great 
inconvenience is caused to the residents of the 
viliages Arasini, Amachata, Paiknagari, Kasba, Kumarganj, Gharbadhpur, 
a and Mirupur, in the Midnapore district, in consequence of their 
postal deliveries being made only once a week. Formerly the number of 
weekly deliveries was two. The residents of the above villages prayed to the 
postmaster of the Midnapore Post Office to restore the old practice. But he 
has declined to do so. : | eee 
46. A correspondent of the Roan ante) of the 29th November 
+ gle eed £ says that Mr. C. H. Barnes, Deputy Commissioner 
Denote fodiens 6: | OR Raeeger, Assam, put a stop to the sankirian 
eae - which was going on on the night of the as 
festival in the temple of Vishnu in that place, because the noise disturbed 


A postal grievance. 
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him. The temple was built three hundred years ago for sankir an purposes 


and sankirtan there has been in that temple ever since without-any interference 
from the authorities. | 


47, A correspondent of the same paper says that on the occasion of his 


recent visit to Nowgong, Mr. Cotton, Chief 
Commissioner of Assam, shook hands with two 
Extra Assistant Commissioners and two Sub Deputy Collectors, who were 
among those present there to receive him, but did not do that honour to 
other officials equal or even superior in rank tothem. This has caused some 
seusation in Nowgong. 

Mr. Cotton gave no reply to the municipal address. He received visits 
from tea-planters and some native gentlemen, but does not appear to bave held 
any pleasant or useful talk with any except the Maulvi of the school. The 
pupils of the vernacular school and the girls’ school had made preparations for 
giving him a reception, but he disappointed them, He received several 


petitions, but made over all of them to the Deputy Commissioner for disposal. 


48. The Banyavrasi, [Calcutta], of the lst December, says that though 
the Municipalities and District Boards in Bengal 
are reyuired, under the orders of Government, to 
entertain the services of the passed students of the 
Belgachia Veterinary Cullege, and though Govern- 
ment is anxious to see them carrying on a successful practice, still they are at 
hag earning very little and the pruspect before them is far from hopeful. 
he pay they receive from those local bodies is very small, while they enjoy 
very little private practice, the villagers generally preferring the services of 
quack cattle doctors to those of the diplomed men turned out by the 
Belgachia College. Nor are the passed men given appointments in the army or 
under European stable-keepers in Calcutta and other important cities in India. 
It is the European Veterinary Surgeons who monopolise such  appoint- 
ments. Now thut it is proposed to increase the pay of all Native Veterinary 
Surgeons, civil as well as military, it is to be hoped that Government will 
extend the favour to the passed students of the Belgachia (ollege, who are in no 
way inferior in qualifications to the men who have received certificates of compe- 
tency from similar institutions in Bombay and Lahore. ) 


Mr. Cotton at N owgong. 


Prospects of the passed students 
of the Belgachia Vetcrinary 
College. 


»  IV.—Native States. 


49. The Bharat Mitra {Calcutta} of the 3rd December, does not see why 
Sét Bhusan Lal of Indore against whom a charge of 
defamation was brought, has.been convicted and 
sentenced to rigorous imprisonment by the Residency 
of Indore. The maximum punishment prescribed for an offences like defamation 
is simple imprisonment. The law under which the case of Sét Bhusan Lal 
was dealt with, is very hard and ought not to remain in force in any British 
Court of Justice. Even the Angle-Indian papers are condemning the law 
under which the Sétji was convicted. It 1s hoped that Lord Curzon will 
favourably consider the petition made to him by the Sétji. 

50, The Prativasi | Calcutta]. of the 3rd December, has the following: — 
: Referring to the action of the Maharana of 
Dholpur in placing en armed guard over the 
Railway carriage occupied by the Ranis, in order 
to prevent the plague doctors from entering into it and examining the ovcupants, 
the Government of India has informed the Meharana that what he did on that 
occasion admits of no defence and is ‘‘ worthy of serious treatment.” Now, 
the expression ‘‘serious treatment ” is significant in this connection, and in the 
vocabulary of Native Chiefs probably means something different from what is 
commonly understood by it. There is uo rule requiring medical examination 
of a person who comes from a non-infected part of the country, dnd yet 


The case of Bhusanlal of 
Indore. 


Lord Curzon andthe Maharana 
of Dholpur. 


instead of punishing those who wanted to examine the ladies of ihe Muharana’s 
family, who had come from places where there was no plague, the Government 
of India is angrily threatening him. — ee 

We know perfectly well that it is extremely easy for the British Govern- 
ment to severely punish the Maharana for what he bas done. But powerful 
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as the Government is, it is not proper or desirable that it should misuse its 

wer. Lord Curzon has not succeeded in giving proofs of his ability in 

ealing with the Native Princes, We do not know how long His Excellen 

has left school, but he has not been yet able to forget school discipline. he 
would appear from the manner in which he is conducting himself as if India 
were a school in which the grown up sons of wealthy men were reading as 
pupils, and of which His Excellency was the Head Master. The Head Master 
i~ always ready with his uplifted rod. To-day it is Baroda that is chastised by 
him and to-morrow it will be the turn of Patiala to get an ear-pulling. This 
time Dholpur will be probably made to stand upon tiie bench and it will be 
no wonder if to-morrow Scindhia is compelled to act the narugopal, Zubberdost 
like this, may indeed proclaim their resistible nature of the paramount power, but it 
cannot give proof of that patience, experience and wisdom whith should always 
mark the conduct of a Judge and Legislator. 

Of course, the Maharana did not act wis-ly by placing an armed guard 
over the Rani’s carriage. But if Lord Curzon had calmly considered the 
circumstances under which that action was taken, His Exceilency would 
have seen that the Maharana was not, after all, greatly to blame. What if 
the plague officers had put an insult on him by examining his ladies before 
the arrival of the Government’s reply prohibiting such examination? The 
rashnoss shown by him in preserving the honour of his zanana cannot be 
considered a serious offence. Nobody had any authority, under the plague 
rules, to examine his companions, and yet they had all submitted to 
an examination once, and now they were going to be examined 4 second 
time. That the Ruler of a State, as the Maharana is, lost his patience 
under the circumstances, cannot be regarded as something rash and reckless, 
Even if the Maharana was considered by Lord Curzon to have done a ver 
wrong act by proceeding as he did on this occasion, His Excellency might have 
secretly given him a lesson instead of giving publicity to his humiliation in 
newspapers, and thereby making his chains clank. 

e fail to see what Government gains when Native Chiefs are discredited 
in the eyes of their subjects and in the eyes of the Indians generally. Offend- 
ing officials are secretly tried by Government, in order that the prestige of 
District Magistrates and other local authorities may not suffer harm, and the 
decision passed by it after such trial is not communicated to the public. But 
7 enough, Government does not follow this policy in dealing with the 
Native Princes. If the subjects in Native States oncé get an idea that their 
rulers have no influence with the Paramount power and are punished and 
reproved for trifling offences more severely than even ordinary Offenders, will 


not these rulers find the task of administration one of extreme difficulty and 


V.—PRospPEcTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


51. The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 30th November says that a large 
Distress in certain villages i, Umber of families in certain villages within the 
the Stamenh dintsle’ iit jurisdiction of the Singti-Sibpur thana in the 
Uluberia subdivision of the Howrah district have 
been rendered houseless by the floods which occurred in September last. They 
are also suffering from scarcity of food. There are 17 such families in south 
Rampur, 22 in Sitapur, 19 in Kurati, 5in Khempur, 6 in Khalatpur, 22 in 
Radhanagar, 19 in Haral and 26 in Arunda. These people, of whom women form 

the great majority, somehow procure half rations on some days, but are‘ ver 
often obliged to ‘go without food. It behoves the District Flood Relief 
Committee of Howrah, and the Benevolent Society of Shobhabazar, Calcutta, to 

attend to the case of these destitute families. 

62. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 1st December says that the 


as ok wi tin “Mee outturn of crops in the Bankura district has 
district. nowhere been more than ten annas and in many 


; es places less than that. A severescarcity is threatened 
2 the middle classes will suffer the most. The lower classes are already 
migrating. : 
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53. A correspondent of the Bangabhums [Comilla] of tke 4th December 


oo it aa gives names of the residents of the Singti thana 
a pong non beg moa teen alin within the Uluberia subdivision of the ofloe 2 


district who have been reduced to great distress 


by the late floods. These wretches are one da 


living on half rati 
going altogether without food another day. 7 -™ ions and 


VI,—MIsceLLaNeovs. 


54, The Burdwan Sanjivant [Burdwan} of the 27th November has the 
Me Oldham. following : — | : 

| Mr. Oldham was Magistrate of Burdwan. He 

was a Magistrate-Collector, a Divisional Commissioner and a Member of the 
Board of Revenue in succession, und he enhanced the glory of every post he 
held. As an official, Mr. Oldham secured, by his noble and liberal views, the 
a pe and devotion of the subject-people and brilliantly illustrated by his life 
and gave in his career a conspicuous illustration of the fact that justice may go 
hand in hand with kindness. Able, wise, high-minded and _ kind-hearted, 
Mr. Oldham is an official of the type needed to ensure the stability of Her 
Majesty’s empire in this country. It is by the instrumentality of such high- 


minded officials that the Empress of India has been able to earn the true 
loyalty of the Indian people. 


We had hoped to see Mr. Oldham one day seated on the musnud of Bengal, 
and his retirement has disappointed us. The people of Bengal consider it a 
misfortune that Mr. Oldham, who loved them like his children, sympathised 
with them in their weal and woe, and never failed to look after their interest, 
should leave them for good. They loved, nay, worshipped him in their heart 


BanNGaBRuUMI, 
Dee, 4th, 190U, 


Burapwaxk Sawsivani, 
Noy. 27th, 1900. 


for his good qualities, and they bid him good-bye with a heavy heart. May he | 


yet live long in peace and happiness, and remember the Indians and continue 
to do them good. | | 


55. The Jyots (Chittagong) of the 29th November says that though 

_ public agitation has in some measure succeeded in 

(uittecng. by twomokantas in checking the oppression of pilgrims by the mohanta 

of the Chandra Nath temple in Sitakund, Chitta- 

gong district, the m»hanfa’s arbitrariness and whimsical conduct towards the 

pilgrims have not yet come completely to an end. The god Swayambhu Nath 

is now kept within a railed enclosure, and nobody who does not pay bandsomely 
is allowed to come inside that enclosure for the purpose of worship. 

The mohanta of Barabanal also exacts money from pilgrims. If the fees 
demanded are not paid, the mohanta refuses to open the door of the temple 
before 8 a.m. This causes inconvenience to those who come to the temple by 
railway. The mohanita does not also allow any pilgrim to bathe in the unde 
without the payment of a fee of four annas and a half. So 


56. The Sansodhini (Chittagong ] of the 30th November says that thoug 
no public meeting was held in Chittagong town for 
the purpose of .collecting subscriptions in order to 


give Sir John Woodburn a suitable reception, the 
Chittagong authorities are committ'ng zu/m on the people in raising subscri 


Preparations for Sir John Wood- 
burn’s reception at Chittagong. 


J YOTI, 
Nov. 29th, 1900. 


SaNsoDHINI, 
Nov. 30th, 1900 


tions for the purpose, and are returning all subscriptions which fall short of © 


what is demanded. Sir John is not coming to Chittagong on a public visit, 

and does not want public demonstrations in his honour. Why then are the 

yublic being compelled to pay for his reception? People who wish to entertain 
is Honour may do so in their own ‘houses and at their personal expense. 


57. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 1st December has the following :— 

| Lord Ripon considered the Indians human 
‘ “The same song and thesame beings, and in the matter of legislation, adminis- 
ee tration and employment, in rebuking and reward- 
ing as also in many other matters desired to do some service to native and 
European alike, That is why Lord Ripon became and remains 80 papas? 
with the people of India, We do not believe that the fact of his being a 
Liberal in politics bad anythirg to do with the liberal policy which he followed 


BanGavVasl, 
Dec. Ist, 1500. 


‘ie 6 < 
ao. . 

hat. Wits i ae, tee 

a Aa m a See tee ‘\ <A = a as 
POS Ce Lae Steger 4 . - 


and t. 


(000 ) 


in his edministration of this country. It was his liberal nature rather than 
his liberal politics. which won for him the people’s love and good will. In 
the same way Lord Curzon, though a Conservative in politics, has, by the 
liberalism of his heart, endeared himself to the people of this count.ry As 
regards the possession of a liberal heart, broad views and noble and lofty 
conceptions of duty and work, both Lord Ripon and Lord Curzon are rulers of 
the same type, though Lord Curzon, it must be admitted, is superior to 
Lord Ripon in one respect. Lord Curzon’s mental disposition is not so tender | 
and soft as that of Lord Ripon. It has been always our belief that Lord 
Ripon could have rendered more important services to India if with the 

ossession of the tender heart that he had, he had combined the firmness of a 
Dalhousie. Now, in Lord Curzon we find a combination of this softness and 
firmness, a union of those two essential qualifications of a successful ruler, which 
was noticed in Lord Canning. India still needs a Viceroy of the mild-stern 
type of Lord Canning. Such a Viceroy is Lord Curzon. 

Our readers have not probably forgotten how oppression by some English- 
men, wrong-doing by some English officia's, failure of justice caused by some 
English judges, pained Lord Curzon’s heart and made him resolve upon 
adopting remedial measures, point out means of redress, and record minutes and 
pass orders directing the punishment and conviction of the offenders, When 
it is a fact that people like ourselves feel pained to see the English army. in 
India brought into disgrace, what wonder that Lord Curzon should do so? 
If even one soldier wearing the Queen’s uniform should grow reckless and 
commit oppression, every loyal subject of Her Majesty, not to speak of the 
most loyal Lord Curzon, must feel deeply mortified. No Viceroy before Lord 
Curzon ever laboured to prevent oppression by soldiers and to reomve the 
reproach thereby brought on the army to the extent and in the way His Excel- 
lency is trying to do. Praised be Lord Curzon! Thirty crores of Indian hearts 
feel grateful to him. The man who obeys the dictates of justice, dharma and 
duty finds his highest reward in self-satisfaction. That reward Lord Curzon 
has earned in the fullest measure, and in addition he gets the gratitude of thirty 
crores of hearts and blessings invoked with sixty crores of uplilted hands. | 

‘Thirty crores of Indian hearts are pleased; thirty crores of Indian minds 
are elated with joy, and we doubt if any body else, the Psoneer excepted, feels 
displeased. The Pioneer first saw the light in 1872 and was a stripling of eight 
in 1880. It had not out grown the stage of ey when in 1884, the fourth 
year of Lord Ripon’s administration, it was found opposing ail the beneficent 
public measures inaugurated by that Viceroy. Its opposition did not cause 
much surprise, for the public were disposed to lock upon its language of dis- 
approval as the sweet impertinence of a child. But what was-then overlooked — 
cannot be now condoned. Lord Curzon is now being condemned and reproved 


in the columns of the Pincer in the way in which Lord Ripon was at that time 
condemned and reproved'in almost all Anglo-Indian j 


n journers and at all Anglo- 
Indian meetings and gatherings. Of course, the Pioneer's language on the 
present occasion is not so bitter and acrimonious as was the language employed 


in Lord Ripon’s time. Certain European soldiers have been punished for com- 
mitting grave oppression on natives and certain millitary officers have been 
censured for encouraging such oppression, while the vigorous andincisive man- ‘* 
ner in which Lord Curzon has expressed his views in the minutes recorded 

by him on the subject has been taken as a warning by one and all. This 

it 18 which has offended the Pioneer. But it also appears from the strain 

in which the paper is delivering itself that it is the fact of Lord Curzon’s 
feeling for the sufferings of the Indians and punishing European soldiers for 

the good of those suffering natives that has caused the whole mischief. 

In South Africa Lord Roberts has found nothing to complain of in the 
conduct of the two hundred thousand English troops placed under his orders 
and is poise all of them. By thus singing their praise in atime of war and 
in the heart of a hostile country Lord: Roberts is cheering up his soldiers and 
enomuraging them to lay down their lives; but it is in India and at this time of. 

rofound peace that Lord Curzon having found that certain cruel and wicked 
uropean soldiers were really guilty of wrong doing has exposed their misdeeds, 
ereby given a warning to the public, It is doubtful whether the Pioneer 


possesses either the ability or the inclination to understand the difference there 
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‘3 between the two sets of circumstances. That is why the angri 
writes about Lord Curzon in the following manner:— ea grily 


‘Lord Curzon should hear what Lord Roberts says. His Excellency sees | 
only faults in the European soldier and is busy devising measures Or his 
punishment and conviction. Lord Curzon has-no hope of receiving any poli- 
tical service at the hands of the European army in India, while it is perfectly : 
easy to please natives by passing orders and recording minutes for the punish- : 
ment of the European soldier, and thus win a cheap popularity. Compared 
with the harassment to which natives are subjected at the hands of police 
officers, who are their own countrymen, this oppression by the European soldier 
isas nothing. That the Government, Lord Curzon, that is, has framed rules 
for the 9a oe of the European soldier is simply because it, wants to secure 
native applause without toil or trouble.” 


The language and tone in which Lord Ripon was condemned and libelled 
was far more acrimonious, Lord Curzon has not yet received such high 
compliments as were paid to Lord Ripon. But it appears from the language, 
at once harsh and conciliatory, which has been employed by the Pioneer on the — 
present occasion that it 1s because Lord Curzon like Lord Ripon considers 
the Indians as human beings, protects the weak from oppression by the strong, 
and endeavours to compel all Kuropeans, civil as well as military, to keep them- 
sélves within the limits of the law that he has incurred the displeasure of that 
journal, Lord Curzon unites in himself the qualities of sternness and mildness. 
To the stern he is stern, to the mild he is mild. He is as the lion to the 


tiger, as the deer to the lamb. He is not the man to be bullied by the rude- 
ness of a crore of newspapers like the Pioneer. 


58. The Praitvast [Calcutta], of the 8rd December, says that the durbar —Paativast, 
is Sicilia oi Chet lately held at Belvedere was not very largely at- Deo. 8rd, 1900. 

recone rap caters tended, none excepting those who fear Govern- 

ment’s displeasure, as much as they fear death, having been present. In the 

distribution of titles Government does not appear to pay much attention to merit, 

and confers them only on such persons as are considered by it to deserve the 

honor. Nor is much discrimination used in the matter. The titles possess 

little value in the eye of the public. Almust every pandit in the country is 

being made a Mahamahopadhyaya. As for Rai-Bahadurships, the supply 

is abundant. The new title, Ka:sar-t-Hind, isa thing to laugh at. The fact 

js, these titles have ceased to be titles of distinction. . 


59. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta ] of the 3rd December, has the following:— Buasat Mrrna, 
Lord Ripon was an eyesore to the Pioneer Dee Srd, 1000. 

newspaper, because he was not a tool in the hands 

of his secretaries. He could understand Indian affairs very well, and did 

everything with his own hands, and his anxious desire was to ameliorate the 

condition of the Indian subjects of Her Majesty. He was, therefore, 

popular with the Indians. The /#meer is now angry with Lord Curzon, 

«fi. _ because he desires to remove the poverty of the Indians, does not allow Euro- 

peans to oppress natives of India, and also because he has severely censured 

some offending European officials. In the course of his tour, Lord Curzon was 

much touched at the sight of the plague-stricken people. He is advising 

the Indians to take steps to improve their own condition. All this is unbearable 

to the Pioneer, It says that Lord Curzon is not the sovereign of India and 

that the real sovereign of India is Her Majesty the Queen; that His Excellency 

cannot depend upon the help of the Indian people for his future iy Jape in 

life, and that it is Her Majesty and Her Secretary of State for India to whom 

he owes the strength of his official position. 


The Pioneer ought to understand that Lord Curzon has been sent to India 
to promote the happiness of the Indian people. It is, therefore, his duty to 
govern India to the entire satisfaction of Her Majesty’s loyal subjects. 
Her Majesty has not sent him to India to act always under the guidance of his 
secretaries and a few Anglo-Indian official newspapers. 


The Pioneer on Lord Curzon, 


Uasiya a¥D 
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Nov, 2ist, 1900. 
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Urrya Parrrs. 


60, Referring to the expected visit of His Excellency the Viceroy to 
tis ag Bi si the poser woe f Jc wer of the 15th 
,xoints tor the viceroys cons November, states that the following points should. 
wsarernas eis 5% be brought to His Excellency’s notice :— 


(a) The ancient architecture of Orissa has been pronounced valuable 

in mure ways than one by competent authorities, living and dead, 
-and the priceless relics of the past, from which a correct and 

- complete idea of such architecture can be formed, are recklessly 
allowed to perish year after year for want of proper and suflivient 
repairs, Something ought to be done to preserve the ancient 
temples and caves of Orissa. 

(5) Many died of starvation in Orissa in the great famine of 1866; and 
though a great famine like thet has not visited that province up 
to date, scarcity of food due to drought or flood is found in some 
part or other of the province every year. Steps should be taken 
to remove this state of things. 

(c) The landed interest in Orissa is involved in debt. An indebted 
generation of landlords und tenants is succeeded by a still more 
indebted generation of thesame. They ought to be relieved by 
a reasonable diminution of the Government demand on the land. 


61. The Uriya and Navasamvad ( Balasore} of the 21st November and the 
Utkaldiptka (Cuttack) of the 24th November 
mourn the death of Sir Rajendra Sing Bahadur, 
C.8.1., the late Maharaja of Patiala, and give a short 
account of his life showing that he was a loyal and devoted ally of the 
British Government. __ 


62, The Samvadvahika { Balasore] of the 22nd November states that many 
ave died of small-pox in village Kalinga in thana 
Balasore, and the disease has become so virulent 


that in certain families not a single member lives 


The death of the Maharaj& of 
Patiala mourned. 


Violent small-pox in Balasore 
thana. 


to perpetuate their memory. 


63. The same paper supports the remark of Lord Curzon, made in one of 

Lord Curzon on the denational- 18 speeches at Bombay, that anglicised Indians 

isation of Indians and English and Indianised Englishmen are both queer and 

—_ hybrid products of modern civilisation directed in 

a wrong and unnatural way, and hopes that those for whom this remark is 

meant should not take it to heart, for His Lordship takes his stand on a sound 
principle of conservatism with which many Indians are familiar. 


64. The Utkaldipika (Cuttack), of the 24th November points out 
Flood-ti as! that small rivulets created by the floods of the 
-tivulets in Orissa. ae ; 
Brahmini and the Kharsan that were previously 
reportéd (Report on Native Papers for 24th November, paragraph 48) have 
on experience turned out to be very dangerous and mischievous agencies, for 
they will soon affect the villages, situated in Parganas Kalamatia, Barua, 
Barga aud Tesania, which will be depopulated in no time. These rivulets are 
enerally known as Janardan Ghat, Kachers Ghai, Orapur Ghai, &c. Babu 
"paar Chakravarti, a late Deputy Collector of Jajpur, had brought this 
to the notice of Government through the Collector of Cuttack, but Government, 
relying more on the report of the Public Works Department, heeded not the 
representations of the Deputy Collector. The writer argues that if Govern- 
ment conrider the canal embankments more valuable than the lives and pro- 
perties of such a large number of Her Majesty’s subjects, the fact ought to be 
plainly told to the residents of the parganas concerned, inasmuch as they can 
abandon their present holdings and migrate to whatever place they like. 


65. Referring to the remarks of the Board of Revenue concerning the 


as competency of the Income-tax Assessors, the same 
The proper minimum tarable 


Min oi paper explains that the minimum limit of taxable 
. income should be Rs. 1,500, and not Rs. 500 per 
annum, for thereby the labour of the Assessors will be lightened on the one 


hand, and on the other a.large number of men of small income will find great 
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relief. It is difficult to ascertain the income of men of small income, whereas 
it is easier to ascertain that of men of larger income. 
66. The same paper is glad to find that the students of the Ravenshaw 


ollege, Cuttack, under the leadership of their 
of aa a "Professor Pring! pal and of Babu M.S. Das, a looal Pleader, 
MaxMiiller. held a meeting in the college premises to express 
their sorrow at the death of Professor Max Miiller and appointed a committee 
to collect money with the object of imparting a tangible ape to their sorrow, 
affection and esteem for the learned German philosopher. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
Bencatt TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 8th December, 1900, 


E. J. H. & L. UW. = Reg. Ne, 54440 78 -012013-19°0, 


UTKAL DIPIKA, 
Nov. 24th, 1900. 
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